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their food and then eat greedily, or at their meals practise all kinds of
antics. Such patients sometimes fall into long-continued stupor or
trance ; most cases of this form of insanity are incurable, although the
patient may live for many years.

Dr. Ilberg tells us that general paralysis is the commonest form of
insanity with professional soldiers between thirty and fifty years of age
in all European armies. It is especially liable to follow syphilis which
has been imperfectly treated. A man who has had the misfortune to
be infected and lives quietly and at his ease is much more likely to
escape general paralysis than one who has to go through mental work
and strain. Daricarrere has observed that in the French army those
officers who have been promoted from the ranks are the most liable to
become paralytic.

Dr. Ilberg has observed instances of " moral insanity " or " moral
idiocy" in soldiers "in whom all the higher ethical sentiments are
wantingâ€”the fear of God, patriotism, gratitude, truth, compassion. The
patient is ruled by an impulse to act against morality." He observes

that this want of the moral sense is combined with a greater or less
intellectual weakness ; such subjects soon get into trouble when
serving as soldiersâ€”they over-stay their leave, commit dishonorable
actions, cheat and steal, and are always incurring fresh punishments.
Here it may be remarked that the moral code is in many respects
different from the articles of war ; a man may be very immoral and
still pass as a good soldier. Indeed, in war time a soldier has little to do
with moral feelings ; he is employed to kill and destroy according to the
orders of those above him, and the restraints of discipline are much
more rapid and certain than the ordinary motives of morality. We
should say a soldier who transgresses the articles of war must have a
very serious intellectual defect, if he has any regard for his own
happiness. In conclusion, the author points out that many of the
deeds which lead the young soldier into severe punishment are really
symptoms of commencing insanity. It is very important that this
should be at once recognised, and this can only be done by the military
surgeon, who should be well instructed in psychiatry. Soldiers subject
to mental instability impair the efficiency of the army. Their cases
should be considered in time of peace ; during war they are likely to
meet with very rough treatment. WILLIAM W. IRELAND.

Part III.â€”Epitome of Current Literature.

i. Anthropology.
The Execution and Post-mortem Examinations of t/ie Three Van Warmer

Brothers, (Daily Medical Journal, Feb. %th, 1904.) Spitzka,E.A.

THE simultaneous examination of the brains of three brothers must
be a unique event, and this investigation, which was conducted by Dr.
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Spitzka in conjunction with Drs. Ransom and Carlos MacDonald (and
only a brief preliminary report of which is here given), has therefore an
interest beyond its criminological significance. The three brothers
murdered their uncle, and were executed by electricity in New York
last year. They entered the death-chamber without any fear or
trembling, " making less fuss than many people do before the photo
grapher's camera," and the successive executions of the three men and

all the necessary arrangements were completed in a quarter of an hour,
consciousness being in all cases abolished instantaneously. The chief
physiological effects of the electric current noted were the high post
mortem temperature, the fluid condition of the blood, the tetanised
state of the ventricular portion of heart, the almost bloodless condition
of the lungs, and the contraction of the colon.

The ages of the brothers ranged between twenty-one and twenty-seven,
and they were of good average height. The motives and circumstances
of the crime are not stated, but it is mentioned that none of the
brothers were known to have shown mental defect or disease. No
cerebral lesions were found, and so far as the investigation goes at
present, there were no grave cerebral defects or malformations. The
form of the brain, as also that of the head, was similar in all three
brothers. The relative proportions and the gyral physiognomy were
also similar. The cephalic index during life ranged within a few units
(79 to 83). It is noted that in all three brains the right lobe is
narrower and less bulging. In the younger brother's brain there was a
well-marked post-orbital limbus on the left side, not produced post
mortem. In body-weight and in brain-weight there was a progressive
increase from the eldest to the youngest brother, the brain of the eldest
weighing 1340 grms. and that of the youngest as much as 1600; the
youngest had also the largest skull and the most brachycephalic. Dr.
Spitzka suggests that there had " occurred a sort of brain shrinkage,
from non-use of the intellectual faculties, most marked in the eldest."

No evidence is, however, brought forward on this point, and the sugges
tion scarcely seems altogether to commend itself. It might safely be
said that there was anything but; shrinkage in the case of the younger
brother's brain. It may be pointed out that it is a well-ascertained fact
that a woman's children are on the average successively heavier at each

birth, such differences especially affecting the head. There is no
evidence to show that this initial difference tends to be maintained
throughout life, but it may well do so in some cases, and this possibility
would render unnecessary the adoption of any more hazardous supposi
tion. HAVELOCKEI.LIS.

A Study of the Brain-weights of Men Notable in the Professions, Arts,
and Sciences. {Philadelphia Med. Journ., May 2nd, 1903.)
Spitzka, E. A.

Dr. E. Anthony Spitzka, who during the last few years has succeeded
in obtaining for study the brains of various men of eminent ability,
has here brought together the recorded brain-weights of notable men,
and tabulated them from various points of view. The author has dis
played his characteristic energy in exploring the literature of the subject,


	MS0502090328.pdf
	MS0502090329.pdf
	MS0502090330.pdf



